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Sober Dialogue 


Betwixt VVilliam Howard, 
the Lords in the T ower. 


St. Y Lords, I am come to viſit a- 
x gain, you may wonder I am 
come to you without my head, 


be not aſlrighted, for the rea- 
en is plain, I fpoke without my own head 
when 1 was alive, ard now am teſolved to 
{peak without my own head after J am dead. 

Ar, And how go aftaiis in theſe parts 
where you have been ? 

St. By my No Head, not very well, 

Ar. How ſo? 

St. Why, when I came into Hell, 1 ſound 
rhere was a great Reception prepared for me; 
and all the Papes and Cardinals that ever 
were in the World, were drawn up in Files 
for me to paſs through. 

Pet. So, and what followed ? 

St. Why, fo I went forward, and paſs't 
through, and expected a great Treatment by 
the preparations chat I perceived at my apart- 
ment. So that I was corfidering whether 
my head were right ſet on or no; knowin 
that if that patt of my Wind- pipe above, di 
not anſwer to that below, the pleaſure of taſt- 
irg and ſwallowing would be very much in- 
convenieaced, But to put me beſide that cu- 
ricſity, I had no ſeoner received the Viſits of 
about 4 or 5 of the moſt eminent Popes and 
Cardinals in thoſe — but I was ſent 
for to appear before the grand Nel x ebab him- 
ſelf, Being come into his preſence, the dus- 
kie Emperour demanded of me what had 
brought me thither ? I anſwered him, that I 
was brought thither by the Commillion of God, 
as if I had been ia a Plot. 

In a Plot, quoth the Devil! againſt whom ? 
againſt my Prince ſaid I: With that the Devil 
preſently asked me for ſecurity for my good 
Behaviour. For ſaid he, Plotters are cer- 
tainly the very worſt of men; wee'l ſay that 
for our ſelves, and a Fig for our ſelves, we 
that are Devils never Plot one againſt another. 
Hell has a very bad Opinion of Plotters z and 
therefore ſaid he again, find me good ſecurity 
for your good behaviour. 

Bel. And what did you then do my Lord? 

Sr. Why, Truly my Lord, I was got pret- 
ty ſober by that time ; and thought co have 
ſent for the five ſeſuites, but then thought 1 
again, they are in Heaven, ſo that I was at a 
very great ſtand: And to tell ye the Truch 
my Lords, had I known I ſhould net have been 
in Heaven too, I ſhould hardly bave done 
"what I did. 


late Viſcount Stafford, and 


— 


Po, Why my Lord, I believe you did come 
from Heaven, tor you ſme li nothing of Brim» 
ſtone. 

St. Look ye now, you'l perſwade me out 
of my ſeaces new, as ye did when I was alive, 
No no, my Lords, I am not in Heaven, I am 
in Hell, when 1 am at my new home. Aud 1 
mult tell ye my Lords, I am not a little angry. 

With that they al turned colour; expetting 
ſome Spiritual Attaque ſic m the Apparition : 
it being the comm n received Opinion, that a 
man u ichout Fleſh and Bones. is ſtronger than 
a man with Fl eſh and Bones, as we ſind by the 
ſtrength of the Wird, the force ot which ao 
Corporeal ſul tance is able to wichſtand, But 
the ſhadow proteſting upon his Honour that 
he would not be guilty of any violerce to- 
wards them, they reſumed their wonted cou- 
rage, and ſo the Spirit went on. 

St. I ſay my Lords, I am not a little angr 
that you ſhould put me to read a made Speech 
balf Seas over, more for your own ends than 
my advantaye. 

Po. Was it not as much for your adran- 


tage as ours ? 


St. No, For had it not been for you, I could 
have plaid my Game better, and Ignight have 
{moaked many a Pipe, and drank oft many a 
glaſs more in yours, or elſe in as good or bet- 
ter Company, 

Po. Oh Sir, you do not conſider all this 
while, that the way of dying as you did, ſpa» 
red you the Charges of an expenſive Funeral; 
and here could your body have been ſafer 
laid than cloſe by the Communion Table, in 
the Tower Chappel ? 

St. I come not here to complain of the di- 
ſpoſal of my body, I am too late ſenſible, that 
tis too late tothink of it: but I am come to 
complain of the breach of your aſſurances in 
reſetence to this part that here appeart be- 
fore you. 

Ar. Sir, *tis impoiſible but you muſt be ſ& 
cure in all that was promiſed you. 

Se. That's not ſo; for was promiſed the 
immediate poſſeſſion of Heaver ; and I am 
quite in a contrary place. 

Pet. How does your Lordſhip know that? 
it ſeems you are no cloſe Priſoner yet. 

St. That's nothing to the purpcſe, I krow it 
well enough; I did but ask for the Virgin 
Mary, and l had like to have had my Brains 
beaten out, 


Ar, Did you ask for the five Holy po ? 
. 


* 


Ft. Yes; and they told me they were. of the Devils clutches by fair means, wee'l do 


there ; but I could not ſpeak with them. 

Ar. Then lle warrant your Lordſhip you 
miſtake the place. 

St. I tell ye I do not: Tis as dark as 
Pitch, and we only ſee as Cats do, by a new 
Operation cf the Sight. 

Po. Ho came ye hither then? 

St. Why, I claimed my Pr:viledge as I was 
a Papiſt , telling the Grand Siznior of the 
Shades, that if Apparitiors ceaſed, all the 
Old Women of our Religion would be con- 
verted from one of the chief Articles of our 
Church, I thought I had done well becauſe 
you made me read, That I was nor aſham'd 
of my Religion, Bat I find thatthe Devil has 
no great kindneſs for thoſe of our Religion; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe that when ever he 
hasa mind to take a frolick in the World, and 
to pollefs either man or woman, we do ſo per- 
ſecure him wich our exorc:{ms, ſo betlabber 
him with our Holy water, that he can never 
be quiet at his Recreations; to tell you the 
plain Truth, I had as live be hanged as to re- 
turn thither again, for I have a deadly fear 
upon me, of being called to anuther Bar, and 
ot receiving another Sentence far woife than 
what I have received alreacy. Where is that 
Lord and Prieſt that cajol'd me with fo may 
fine Stories? Oh here he comes, My Loro, 
what did you tell me if I ſhould contels ? 

Caf. That you ſhould be erernaily Damn'd, 

St. What if I ſhonld not confeſs ? 

Caſ. That you ſhould be eternally happy . 

St. My Lord, Idid not confeſs. You are 
a Prieſt and a Perſon of Honour, I expect you 
ſhould make your words good. 

Ar. My Lord, we have done all that lay 
in our power, We have ſent your Lordfhips Pi- 
Gure to Rome, we have Petitioned for a 
S uniſhip for ye the next that falls, and there- 
fore pray, my Lord, have Patience a little 
while. | 

Ft. All this will fignihe nothing, unleſs 
this good man, by his Prayers will {peedily 
get me a Ha. (or. to remove me into another 
lace, I have pawned all my Salvation to 
purchaſe this ſhort Liberty ; How rhe Devil 
will value #1 know not, but if it ſhould once 


chance to be attached and condemned in his 


Curr, what a'Cafe ſhall I be in? Pray gocd 
my Lord Prieſt conſider my Condition. 
Cu. Why Sir, did nut you receive Abſclu- 
tion for all the Sins of your Youth, ard for all 
the Sins of your Old Age, and for all zhe falſe 
Protcitations which you were ordered to own 
uf on the Scaflold? 

St. Ves. 

S What need have you then to fear ? 
nllute your ſelf, the Popes power is above the 
Devils, Nay, I may fay his power is ſogreat 
in Haren it {eif, that if we cannot get you out 


it by foul. 

Fe. Look ye Father, you ſhall ſee that Ile 
be reaſonable, where is that place cal led Fools 
Paradiſe? help me but thither, any where but 
where I am going to retura: If there be any 
duch place, I ſay help me thicher, for I have 
been too??d out of my lite egiegioufly. 

Caf. That cculd not be, you were only de- 
ſired to withdraw for the general good of the 
Cauſe. 

St. Why then, if it be ſo good a Cauſe, pray 
Will ou nuake all the hat. you can, and with- 
draw atter me. 

Caſ.1 vid be one of the firf!, l aſſure your 
L2r.thip, but that I Lay fir tae good of your 
S ul, aud 1 allure you in a ſort time to make 
Hil too het to bald ve. 

Sr. Trul, Holy Father, I find that I have 
be- 7% inkinitely dsludte deb hei to that I know 
unt wat tn ſy 7 1 ind ra" it ] hag heen but 
Maſtcr of 14 van Renton, I might have been 
Matter {il of ny wi Head, and therefore I 
mult put ye a little cloter to it; Is there no 
vay in the World to avoid zeturning from 
whence I came? Have you never anold piece 
of foſephs ruity Ax? never a little bit of the 
very Croſs? never a rag of the Virgit s un- 
der Petticoat ? Tacte are things they ſay that 
will put the Devil into an Agony, and make 
him ccndeſcend to any thirg you would have 
him do. Or elſe what think ye of a lictle cruiſe 
of Holy water to carry with me to beſprinkle 
the Devil ſhould he come toward me with his 
roaſting Iron. 

Caf. Renowned Ghoſt, be contented, thou 
haſt highly mericed of all the Saints that ever 
were andever will be, and therefore the G ates 
of Hell not prevail agaiuſt thee, 

St. Why this is ſomething indeed, for here 
is a parcel of cold Comfort, but I fear me not 
enough to mitigate one wamble of the great 
Lake, give me ſome more ont. Tell me 
how ze drew me in? how ye deluded my De- 
votior? how ye cheated my Conſcience? how 
ye bridl'd my Con ſeſſion? how ye pamper'd 
my Ignorance? how ye charmed my reaſon and 
my tenſcs ? how ye tooled me with promiſes ? 
and fent me to the Scaffold ro dye like an 
Oofe, all this cold comfort put together, 
may ſerve me a while to lay upon my Tongue 
in the Rich mans Condition. 

As he was going on, the Cocks began to 
Crow, which being the Summons for No- 
Cturnal Apparitions to depart, the Criminal 
Shade prepared to take his leave, upon which 
one of the Company obſerving the rule of 
drinking to the going perſon, began the Popes 
Health, being now entred into another Rule 
and mcthod of living, only thanked him for 
his kindneſs, and ſo immediately vaniſhed, 
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